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Maternal Mortality Ratios for Developing Regions
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South Asia
40%

South Asia
33%

N=576,360 N=559,803
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Indirect causes
20%

Other direct causes
8%

Severe bleeding 
(haemorrhage)

24%
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Unsafe abortion
13%

Obstructed labour
8%

Eclampsia
12%

Infections
15%



.��9�8����������������	���/����

• ���
�	�����


• �����%

• 2������"���	�

• ��	�
�	
�� ���"�
�	�	�%

• ���
�	���#�������%����
������$4>$'�%
��������
�
��	��1�������������

• 2-?�8 ��
�
���
�	�������	��
	�*������3������������
*�
�����"��		�	��8 / 
�%�"�
�	�	�%����
�����3



8����/�����

• Delay in recognition of the problem

• Delay in making a decision to seek care

• Delay in reaching appropriate care

• Delay in receiving care
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Source: Thaddeus and Maine 1984
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Antenatal risk screening
Training Traditional Birth Attendants (TBAs)
Sitting back and waiting until poverty ‘disappears’

)�����������9��
Continuum of care from home to hospital
Use of professionals – ‘skilled attendants’
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Use of professionals – ‘skilled attendants’
Rolling out midwifery care and hospital care simultaneously
Accountability of health care
Strong role of state – political commitment
Safe abortion
Flexible funding
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A skilled attendant is an accredited health 
professional – such as a midwife, doctor or nurse 
– who has been educated and trained to 
proficiency in the skills needed to manage normal 
uncomplicated pregnancies, childbirth and the 
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uncomplicated pregnancies, childbirth and the 
immediate postnatal period, and in the 
identification, management and referral of 
complications in women and newborns
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o 35% in South Asia
o 41% in SSA
o 80% in East Asia, Latin America & the Caribbean
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Nepal, Ghana, India
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� Size and demographic profile
� Social and economic status and equity
� Culture and ethnicity
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� Community leaders
� Mothers groups
� Fathers
� Primary and secondary level staff
� Real democracy – avoid tokenism
� IEC
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